
tgplogy Halts 
Charge Trial 


Gideonse Accepts 
teildnd s Explanation of 
His Charges 

The public trial which might 
have settled the political battle of 
^nlitoatfalVtgli halted yes- 

terday shortly after it start- J *— 
Trom\ 

_ . ed cT. ^ 

siructor, winch was accepted by 
Harry ^ gjgflfflfi president of 
tn€*“ooiiegeJ 

Leikind was suspended last 
March by Gideonse for asserting 
that there ware “zealous official ef- 
forts to conceal undercover com- 
munistic activities at the college/ 1 
His charges that "one of Ear] 
Browders regiments in his under- 
cover army still operate in Brook- 
lyn College, notwithstanding zeal- 
ous official efforts at concealing it" 
were contained in a letter pub- 
lished on Feb* 26 in ihq^ 
pro-Coughlin organ of the B 
iyn Diocese 


W. Beutseh, Lawton Maekall asx 
Howard C. Kelly, 

Immediately after the hearing 
was called to order, Leikind rear 
his explanation and apology frorr 
a prepared paper. He said: 

"In using the word official m the 
last paragraph f was not referring 
to President Gideonse or any othei 
official of Brooklyn College, or any 
member or official of die Board of 
Higher Education. I mean official* 
of the Communist Party. 

“As to that part of my letter that 
refers to the student newspaper a 
Brooklyn College, the Vanguard* l 
wish to state that I did not intern 
to convey the impression that Corn 
munists control the paper. 

"1 also wish to state that X re 
gret that my letter was subject t< 
an interpretation that might dam 
age or discredit Brooklyn Colleg 
or bring the college or its official 
into disrepute.” 

‘No Reflection’ 


sikmd’s Ext 


ion 


Gideonse's acceptance of the 
apology and his request to be al- 
lowed to withdraw the charges 
against Leikind came also as a .sur- 
prise, because as recently as Tune 
22, Leikind publicly maintained his 
assertions of communistic activities 
within the college. 

Leikind's trial was held at the 
Board of Higher Education's of- 
fices, 695 Park Ave*, before a com- 
mittee composed of Mrs* Frances 


Gideonse then read his accept 
nee. He said; 

"The unequivocal statement ' by 
Mr. Leikind which has just been 
made to the trial committee mates 
it e]ear that Mr. leikind was ex* 
pressing his views about the Com- 
munist Party, and that no reflec- 
tion was intended on the Board 
■ - - or on the administration of 
Brooklyn College , * ” 

Gideonse told the committee that 
there was no question about the 
right of “members of our staff tc 
express their opinions as citizens on 
public questions such as the nature 
of Communist Party,” but that 
there can be no responsible college 
a dm migration if the staff can mate 
statements "without being held re- 
sponsible for the presentation of 
evidence,” 


Howard C. Kelly said the trial 
committee would recommend Hide- 
onsets request to the Board of 
Higher Education early in August 
so it could act cm it when it meets 
in September. 

"I assume there is nothing tc* 
keep this recommendation from go- 
ing through," he said* 

If die Board allows Gideonse to 
withdraw the charges, Leikind will 
be reinstated with back pav from 
Mar. IT. 


